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H I S T O R Y O F C A N A D A . 

was incorporated in 1821. A charter was granted in 1827 to King's 
College, Toronto, which under a more liberal constitution became in 
1843 the University of King's College and in 1849 the University of Tor
onto. Victoria University, a Wesley an institution, was established at 
Cobourg in 1836, and Queen's College, a Presbyterian one, in 1841. 
Laval University, in the city of Quebec, and Trinity College, in Toronto, 
both date from 1852. A quarter of a century elapses and a well-equipped 
university is found in operation in Winnipeg, seven years only after the 
admission of the Red River territory to the Dominion. To-day there 
are universities established at Saskatoon, Sask., at Edmonton, Alberta, 
and at Vancouver, B.C. 

By the British North America Act public education is constituted 
a function of the Provincial Governments, and each province therefore 
maintains its own educational system. A Royal Commission on 
Industrial Training and Technical Education was appointed by the 
Dominion Government on June 22, 1910. The members visited several 
of the most advanced countries of the world for the purpose of studying 
methods and results, and have presented a voluminous and highly 
instructive report. 

A slight reference has been made to certain troubles incident to the 
organization of a Government for the province of Manitoba in 1869-70. 
After a lapse of fifteen years the same elements in the population which 
had resisted the political change then accomplished broke out into open 
rebellion (March, 1885) not, however, within the limits of Manitoba, 
but in the Prince Albert district of the territory of Saskatchewan. 
Militia regiments were despatched from the different eastern provinces 
under the command of General Sir F. Middleton to the scene of dis
turbance, and order was in the course of a few months completely 
restored, though not without some loss of life. The same year witnessed 
the completion of the Canadian Pacific railway, the last spike having 
been driven by Sir Donald A. Smith (later Lord Strathcona and Mount 
Royal) at a point called Craigellachie on November 7. Canada now 
possessed within her own territory a line from ocean to ocean, though the 
first through train from Montreal to Vancouver did not pass over the 
line till the month of June following. 

General elections were held in the years 1882, 1887, and 1891, and 
on each occasion the Government of the day was sustained. On the 
last occasion mentioned the Conservative leader, Sir John Macdonald, 
threw himself into the campaign at a very inclement season of the year 
(February and March) with his accustomed energy, but the strain was 
too great for his years and, when Parliament met on April 29, he was in 
visibly impaired health. On June 6 he died, aged 76. By common 
consent he had done much to shape the political history of Canada. 
His gifts as leader and statesman were acknowledged not less freely by 
opponents than by supporters. He was succeeded as premier by Sir 
John Abbott, who only held the position for a year and a half, when the 
state of his health compelled him to retire. The Government was then 
reconstructed by Sir John Thompson (December, 1892) who, having 
gone to England on public business, died very suddenly at Windsor 
Castle on December 12, 1894. Signal honour was paid to his remains 
by their conveyance to Canada in a British war vessel, the Blenheim. 


